B = E. FAQs

<Eligibility X|¢d RFZ4>
Nationality =
Q. Should | submit my parents’ passport copy?

A. It is necessary to submit an official document (i.e., applicant’s birth certificate or
family register) that proves you and your parents' relationship. If the document does
not include you and your parents' citizenship information, then you should submit
additional documents (i.e., passport copy or other government issued document that
indicates citizenship information) for proof of citizenship. Please note that a birth
place or ethnic group information on a birth certificate or current residency in the
submitted documents will not be accepted as a proof of citizenship.
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Q. My father has deceased long time ago, and | cannot provide his proof of
citizenship.

A. If you are not able to issue your parent(s) proof of citizenship due to your
parent(s)) absence (e.g., divorced, deceased, etc.), then please provide
supplementary documents that explains the reason for not submitting their proof of
citizenship. (e.g., divorce certificate or death certificate).
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Q. My parents and | hold different citizenship. Am | eligible to apply for the
program?

A. Yes you may. As long as you and your parent(s) do not hold Korean citizenship,
and if you have a citizenship of the country that is invited to the GKS degree
program, you are eligible to apply.
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Q. My country is not listed in the 2025 GSK-G program. Can | apply for the
program?

A. The quota allocation is decided based on mutual agreements on cultural and
educational cooperation between Korea and the participating countries. All applicants
must hold a citizenship of the GKS partner country except for the R&D, Global
Network, International Organization programs. These programs are open to all
countries around the world. Applicants for R&D, Global Network or International
Organization programs must directly apply to their designated universities since the
program is only available under a university track.
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Degree &f24
Q. | am expected to graduate from my degree program in March 2025. Am |
eligible to apply for this program?

A. Yes. Applicants who are expected to graduate by July 31st, 2025 can also apply for the
program with a certificate of expected graduation. Such applicants must submit their official
graduation certificate (or diploma) and final academic transcript to GKS Center, NIIED by
July 31st, 2025. Failure to do so will result in the cancellation of your acceptance.
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Q. It takes one year in my country to get a diploma after my graduation. Can |
apply with my provisional graduation certificate (or provisional degree certificate)?

A. No. Only an official (final) graduation certificate, degree certificate or diploma is
acceptable. The graduation certificate must clearly indicate the date (or at least the
month) of official graduation. Provisional certificate is not accepted as a graduation
certificate in the GKS degree program even if it is acknowledged as an official
graduation certificate in your own country.
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Q. | have a master's degree. Can | apply for a masters degree program in a
different major? Which degree certificate should | submit?

A. You can apply for a master's program while holding another master's degree. If
you are applying to a master's degree program, you should submit a degree
certificate and academic transcript of your bachelor's degree. In this case, your
CGPA of your bachelors degree should meet the grade requirement in the
application guidelines. Providing your master's degree certificate and academic
transcript is optional.
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Q. | am currently in my master's degree program at a university in Korea. Am |
eligible to apply for the master's degree program at another university?

A. If you have graduated from a Korean high school or a Korean university, or if
are currently enrolled in the final year of your degree curriculum (or if you are about
to obtain a degree) at a Korean University, you cannot apply for the GKS degree
program. If you are not near the graduation, you may apply for the program.
However, if you are selected as our GKS scholar, you must drop out of the Korean
university you are currently enrolled at and start the degree program under GKS as
a first year. Transfer credits from your previous university will not be accepted.
Applicants who are residing in Korea may need to return to their own country in
order to issue a new visa for their Korean language program/degree program. In this
case, their entry airfare will not be provided.
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Grades A&

Q. The grades in my transcript are different from the GPA scales in the guidelines.
How should | submit my CGPA? Can | use the scores | converted from a grade
conversion website?

A. If your grades do not belong to any of the GPA scales we accept (4.0, 4.3, 4.5,
5.0 or 100 point scale), you must submit a converted grade confirmed by the
university. If applicants convert their grades through a grade conversion tool such as
scholaro.com, the converted CGPA must be officially acknowledged by the relevant
university. Please submit an official certificate or at least a testimonial issued by
your university that confirms the converted CGPA. This supplementary document
does not need to be apostilled or consular confirmed but must be submitted in an
original document with the university’s authentication. The screening committee will
determine whether your CGPA is eligible for the program or not based on the

information you provide.
41



M Hd2 ZEQZM Q™HsE GPAY XA 7 CHELICH A SEHEFHES ofEA
ZIJsHok stLtR? HXHEIAO|E|M HEHE HXS AT EHR?
)

DM ™t HE #MAH(4.0, 4.3, 45, 50 FE2 WEE UHE)7L ot FEL,

E4 Oisfe2RE FHelgr2 HEdXE F7t=2 MEHor FLIC Scholaro.comit Z2
HH#HE MHIAE 0[&3t0] 94X S HEetRUCtH, SAlcisiolM HEtdMe eldgsitts
#HQIZ off Fo{oF FLICH HE H+E QHste E8TM(ES HBAM)E UEz=RFH
dr2gtot MEsH FAIZ| HtELICH o F7F BHM(F2 dBAM)= OFEZAE|RLE BA
Holg e Tes X2 cistel #elo]l ®El #E MF=E MEsior gLc MEE
AzEE ECIZ AMAMLIHE0M siE 80| 84X ol fEst=XIE MAtstH ELICH

Q. My CGPA is below 80%. Am | not eligible to apply for the program?

A. You are eligible to apply if you are ranked within the top 20% of your class
even if your score percentile is below 80%. Along with your original transcript,
please submit an official certificate or a letter from your university that your grade
stands within the top 20% of your class.
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Q. My academic transcript only indicates CGPA and does not offer GPA by
semester. What should | put in the application form?

A. If your transcript does not provide GPA of each semester/year, you do not need
to fill in the box for each semester/year. However, you must put your CGPA AND a
score percentile of the entire degree curriculum. If your transcript does not provide a

score percentile, refer to Appendix “GPA Conversion Table” to convert your CGPA

into a 100 point scale.
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Q. | am applying for a doctoral degree program. Should | also submit a CGPA of
my bachelor's degree?

A. Applicants for a doctoral degree program should put a CGPA of their previous
degree (master's degree) on the application form. Doctoral degree program
applicants should submit the graduation certificate and official academic transcript of
both bachelor's and master's degree. The CGPA required in the application is of the
master’s degree.
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Q. | transferred to my university, but the official academic transcript issued by my
university does not indicate the GPA of my previous university. How should | submit
my academic record?

A. Please submit an official academic transcript issued by the university you
graduated from. If the transcript does not indicate your grades of the entire degree
curriculum, please submit your academic records of the previous university as a
supplementary document as a reference material. The CGPA required in the
application should be the one shown on the official academic transcript from the
university you have graduated from.
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Other Eligibility 7|E} X4 274

Q. | meet all the application requirements listed in the application guideline. Does
this mean that | am qualified to apply to all GKS partner universities?

A. Not necessarily. The application requirements we have indicated in the application
guideline are the minimum requirements to apply for the GKS program. Some
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universities and departments may have additional requirements such as certain level
of language proficiency. Therefore, we ask all prospective applicants to check the
“University information” files posted with the application guideline to find required
qualifications set by each university/department. If a university requests additional
material (e.g., portfolio) beyond NIIED’s required documents, you should submit
those materials directly to the university.
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Q. | am currently living in Korea. Can | apply for this program?

A. Yes, you may apply for the program while residing in a different country.
Applicants must apply either through a Korean embassy where they hold citizenship
(embassy track) or through a Korean university (university track). Embassy track
applicants who are applying from a third country must check the method of
application submission or interview process with the embassy.

Successful candidates who are currently residing in Korea or enter Korea from a
third country will not be provided with the entry airfare. Please be noted that it may
take more time and effort to obtain necessary authentications (apostille, consular
confirmation, certified translation, etc.) on required documents from abroad.
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<Application Submission X|¥MF ME>
Submission Method and Deadline A& ] 4l A|7|

Q. May | apply for the program by submitting my application to NIIED directly?

A. No, you may not. Applicants must submit their application documents to the GKS
selection department at a Korean embassy or a university they are applying to.
NIIED only accepts applications from embassies or universities through official
documents and does not accept applications from individual applicants. Any
documents mistakenly sent to NIIED will be excluded from the screening and will
not be returned.
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Q. When is the deadline for the application?

A. Each embassy/university has different application period. Please check the
website of each institution to find out the application deadline. Embassies and
universities that conduct the first round of selection have different application
submission guidelines, so please check with the embassy/university regarding any
submission related inquiries such as application deadline, submission method, etc.
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Q. | am a citizen of China/Czech Republic. In the application guidelines, there is
quota only assigned in the embassy track for the Chinese/Czech citizens. Does that
mean that | must apply to the Korean Embassy in my country?

A. If you are a Chinese citizen, you should submit your applications to China

Scholarship Council (CSC) under the Ministry of Education in China instead of the

Korean Embassy in China. This is based on the mutual agreement between Korean

and China. Likewise, a Czech citizen must also submit the application to the
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Ministry of Education in Czech Republic, in accordance with the mutual agreement
between the governments of Korea and Czech Republic.
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Q. | am a U.S. citizen living in Los Angeles. | am going to apply through an
embassy track. Can | submit my application to the Korean Consulate in L.A. instead
of the Korean Embassy in Washington D.C.?

A. Applicants from the United States of America and Vietnam can submit their
application to the nearby Korean consulate. Korean embassy in Washington and
Korean consulate in L.A. will cooperate to conduct the first round of selection.
Please contact the Korean embassy for further information.

Embassy track applicants in Vietham can also submit their application documents to
embassy/consulate in Hanoi, Danang, or Ho Chi Minh.
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Apostille or Consular Confirmation OIZAE|R & HFAl &0l

Q. For the legalization on “Required certificates”, can | choose between apostille or
consular confirmation?

A. Countries that have joined the Apostille Convention, can only issue an apostille.
For the rest of the countries, you should obtain consular confirmation from the
Korean embassy/consulate in your country. If your country does not belong to the
Apostille Convention or if the document cannot be apostilled, please obtain a

consular confirmation from the Korean embassy /consulate.
46



OHEAEIR Hot 7HUSS OLZAEIR W JHsBLICH OLZAEIR EHotof JHUEIX
of2 Ztol XIHKES T ME MFOl B3 ZEol WAElE wotok B &
Qlo| =7t7t OEAEIR Hofoll JhelElof UK| AL ST MFOI OHEAEIR WOl
27h5E ZROls BT CHAFROILE GARZOIM GAREQIS ot MBS FAIZ| uiE
L|Ct.

Q. Can | submit an original degree -certificate and academic transcript without
apostille/consular confirmation?

A. The “Required certificates” must be submitted with an apostille or consular
confirmation.  Original documents without additional authentication, notarized
documents certified by only a notary public, or certified documents confirmed by the
other government agencies will not be accepted. (Exception: certificate issued by
Korean government or institutions should be submitted in their original version
without additional authentication.)
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Q. [Embassy track applicant] Should | apostille my birth certificate four times?

A. Embassy track applicants should submit ONE set of original application
documents (that includes apostilled/consular-confirmed documents) and THREE sets
of photocopied application documents. Therefore, embassy track applicants do not
need to have their certificates authenticated four times.
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Q. | obtained an apostille on my graduation certificate in the past. Can | submit a
copy of this document?

A. 1t will not be accepted as the document will be considered as a simple
photocopy. It does not matter whether it is photocopied in color or black and white.
Your document will be accepted only if the government agency that initially issued
the apostille issues a certified true copy or if you obtain a certified true copy (S&
@l&) of your document from a Korean embassy.
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Q. How should | submit the documents with translation?

A. All application documents that are not written in Korean or English must be
accompanied with a certified translation. For “Required certificates”, apostille or
consular confirmation is only required either on original documents or on certified
translations. If the document is written in both languages (original language and
English), it does not need to be translated again.
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Q. | will submit my original graduation certificate with an apostille but it cannot be
re-issued any more. Can it be returned?

A. All application materials submitted to NIIED WILL NOT BE RETURNED IN ANY
CASE. Please obtain an apostille or consular confirmation on a certified copy. If you

do not pass the first round of selection, the embassy/university may (or may not)
return your documents based on their policy.

Please note that the graduation certificate submitted at the time of application will
only be used for the selection procedure. Therefore, selected GKS scholars should
prepare additional graduation certificates with an apostille/consular confirmation so
they can submit it to different institutions to apply for a visa (embassy), to apply for
a standard admission letter (university), or to change visa type (Korean immigration
office) in the future.
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Q. | am curious about the validity of the authenticated documents. Can | submit my
graduation certificate that was apostilled last year?

A. If there is an expiration date on an apostilled or consular confirmed document,
the validity of the document will be judged based on the date indicated on the
authentication. If there is no specific date indicated, the document will be accepted if
it was submitted within 2 years from the date of authentication.
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Q. | have graduated from another country. Therefore, | cannot obtain an apostille on

my certificates from my government or apply for a consular confirmation from the

Korean embassy in my country. How should | submit my graduation certificate and

academic transcript that were issued from another country?

A. If your documents were issued from the university or from a government abroad,
you should obtain an apostille if the relevant country is a member of the Apostille
Convention. If you are not able to obtain an apostille from abroad, please check if
you can obtain a consular confirmation from the embassy/consulate of the relevant

country.
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Selection of University/Departments CH&l/&tn 4AEH
Q. How many departments and universities can | apply for admission?

A. If you apply through a university track, you may choose only ONE university and
ONE department.

If you apply through an embassy track, you may choose up to THREE universities
under Type A and B. Please remember that at least one of your choices must be
from Type B universities.

Please note that you may choose the same department for all three universities, but
cannot choose three different departments from a single university.

H Jie| cHEtn Mol X[HE = UA&LIN?

Q. Are there tips on choosing three universities?

A. Embassy track applicants should understand that passing the second round of
selection will not guarantee an admission to the university that you have chosen.
Embassy track applicants who only choose highly competitive universities can fail
from all three universities in the third round of selection.

Each Korean university has recognition for variety of fields and has its own strength.
Please conduct your own research to find out which university is the leading
institution in the field of study you would like to pursue.

Please also consider the fact that the cost of living for students at universities in the
metropolitan area is higher than those in non-metropolitan universities. For your reference,
GKS scholars pay for their accommodation within the stipend they receive each month.
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Recommendation Letter &3 Ad

Q. Who should | obtain my recommendation letter from?

A. We recommend you receive your recommendation letter from someone who can
provide thorough assessment of your academic abilities such as a professor or a
dean of the department at your previous university. For applicants recommended by
the International Organization program must submit a recommendation letter from a
partner university affiliated with the International Organization. The recommendation
letter should be dated within a year from the last date of the application deadline.
Applicants who prepared their recommendation letter in advance may use the
previous year’s (2024) recommendation letter form. Only one recommendation letter
is required, but applicants may submit up to two recommendation letters if

necessary.
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Certificate of Language Proficiency & ©1210{+d%d

Q. Must | submit the certificates of language proficiency (English or Korean)?

A. The certificate of English proficiency (TOEFL, IELTS) or Korean proficiency
(TOPIK-TOPIK IBT) is optional, which means you may apply for GKS without it.
However, some universities or departments may request applicants with certain level
of language proficiency. It is helpful to provide supporting documentation that proves
your abilities, including language skills.
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A proof that English was used as a medium of instruction cannot be a substitute for
an English proficiency test certificate.
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Other Document Submission Inquiries 7|E} MFAE && 29|
Q. Should | include a detailed research proposal in the Study Plan?

A. Yes. You must at least describe the general direction and outlines of your study
plans, if not in full detail. Please elaborate on your study objectives in Korea,
tangible plans during and after you complete the degree program.
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Q. | am planning to apply through a university track. Can | submit my application to
multiple universities?

A. University track applicants can only apply to one university and one department.
If an applicant is found to have applied to more than two universities, his/her
application document will be excluded from the next round of evaluation. Even after
the announcement of qualified applicants, scholarships may be cancelled.

Embassy track applicants whose application have not passed the first round may
apply to a university track once more. However, applicants cannot apply for both
tracks at once.



Q. My name on my birth certificate is different from the one on my graduation
certificate. What should | do when the names are different on the documents?

A. Applicant must apply with the name on their passport. If the name on your
passport is different from other documents, please provide a supplementary
document issued by your government that explains the discrepancy.
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<Selection Results &JA} Zd1f>

Q. How will | know if | have passed each assessment?

A. Result of the first round of selection will be announced by each embassy and
university. Result of the second round and the list of final successful candidates will
be announced on the GKS Notice board at studyinkorea.go.kr website. Important
notices for all applicants will be released on the GKS Notice board, so all applicants
must check the website during the selection period.

Mol &A ofRol Chsll ofEAH & &= JU&LIM?
F £ Z S oistol 7iEMe=z wEELICH 24 MAH 2 3 2[SEH
AECI2IA 2|0 GKS SXIAEE Soff SXIELICH A X|AE ez
ANgE2 25 AECIQZAE[0F GKS SXIAE HAIZE Sl HdEEZ =22
oF Zt X|#xtE AAEE & HAsHFAIZ| HHELICH

E —
m =
e rr >

oM 0
rx ot

N
N kO

<Korean Language Program &=0{ Qi

Q. Is it mandatory for all GKS scholars to pass at least Level 3 in TOPIK after one
year of Korean Language Program?

A. Yes. Every GKS scholar must achieve at least Level 3 on TOPIK (Test of
Proficiency in Korean) within a yearlong Korean language program to proceed to his or
her degree program (except scholars in a research program, global network
program, current academic professors enrolled in a 100% English-taught program, or
IRTS Korean Language Program scholars who achieve TOPIK/TOPIK IBT Level 3 or higher).
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In addition, certain university or department requires students to submit a valid
TOPIK certificate of level 4 or higher. Scholars who applied to such department may
not enter their degree program if they fail to achieve the required TOPIK certificate
during a yearlong Korean language program.
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Q. If | become a GKS scholar, will | be assigned to a Korean language institution
at a different region of my degree university?

A. No. From 2023, all GKS scholars will take their Korean language program at the
same university where they will conduct their degree program.

X% Exception: KAIST, UNIST, GIST, KDI School of Public Policy and Management,
POSTECH will designate another university for a Korean language program.

During the language program, scholars are required to live on-campus. In general,
scholars are assigned to a dormitory with roommate(s). Each institution has different
facilities. If an independent kitchen or a bathroom is mandatory for religious reasons,
etc., please check with the university of your interest.
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Q. The degree program | applied to is taught in English only. May | be exempt
from the Korean Language Program?

A. A yearlong Korean language program is an important part of the GKS program.
All GKS scholars must take a Korean language program regardless of the curriculum
of the degree program.

However, if you have already attained advanced level (Level 5 or 6) on TOPIK
when applying for the program, you must submit your valid TOPIK certificate to be
exempt from Korean language program. You will directly start your degree program
from September 2025.

Applicants who attained TOPIK level 5 or 6 after the initial application deadline must
submit the valid TOPIK certificate to NIIED by June 13, 2025. (*Acceptable TOPIK
certificates: The 87" ~ 99" score and TOPIK IBT certificates: The 1" ~ 6" score)

If you attain TOPIK level 5 or 6 during the first 6 months of Korean language
program, you will be exempt from the remaining 6-month language program, and
you must start your degree program in the following semester (March, 2026).
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Q. May | change my final university choice during my Korean language program or
during a degree program?

A. No, you cannot. Changing the university or transferring to another university is
NOT PERMITTED under any circumstances.
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THANK YOU
for your interest in
Global Korea Scholarship
Graduate Degrees Program

GKS Center, NIIED
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